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meeting of the entire Minnesota Legislature is 
closed to the public.” This year, Peter Callaghan 
writes, the House and Senate are having an 
all-day affair called “One Minnesota Legislative 
Policy Conference,” which is closed to non- 
Legislature and media. Why? “That’s the first 
time I’ve ever been asked that,” said Senate 
Majority Leader Paul Gazelka (R-Nisswa). 
“That is a really good question,” said House 
Speaker Melissa Hortman (DFL-Brooklyn 
Park). “I actually don’t have a concrete answer 
for that,” added Senate Minority Leader Susan 
Kent (DFL-Woodbury). Everyone told Cal¬ 
laghan the closed doors will let members 
be more open and unified. 
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NOT THEIR FIGHT 

Judge tosses conservatives from 
felon voting rights case 



A Ramsey Coimtyjudge had some 
choice words for Minnesota’s 
main voter suppression group 
last week, rulingthe Minnesota 
Voters Alliance is not allowed 
to intervene in a landmark case that could 
restore the vote for felons on probation, 
parole, or another form of supervised release. 

The American Civil Liberties Union is 
currently suing Secretary of State Steve 
Simon, Minnesota’s chief elections official, 
to restore voting rights during the proba¬ 
tion period following a felony conviction. 
The ACLU argues it’s unconstitutional to 
disenfranchise those people, a group that 
counts 52,000 Minnesotans. 

Minnesota Voters Alliance, a confound- 
ingly named anti-voting rights group we 
covered at length in a cover story earlier 
this month, quickly filed to intervene in 
the ACLU’s suit. 

The MVA accused Attorney General 


Keith Ellison of failing to defend the state 
law merely because he doesn’t like it. Its 
case argued that individuals are barred from 
suing the government based on alleged 
violations of the state constitution, and 
that Ellison could’ve had the ACLU suit 
dismissed had he only pointed that out. 
Instead, the attorney general allowed the 
litigation to proceed at taxpayer expense. 

That’s aBad Legal Take in Ramsey County 
Judge Richard H. Kyle’s opinion. 

Kyle ruled Wednesday that MVA has no 
business intervening in the ACLU’s lawsuit. 
Being a taxpayer doesn’t give someone an 
automatic right to butt into any court case 
where lawyers are paid by public funds, 
the judge explained. Otherwise, you could 
intervene in criminal prosecutions, cases 
being handled by legal aid attorneys, and 
any and all lawsuits filed against the state. 

“The subject matter of the litigation- 
restoring voting rights to individuals whose 


criminal sentences have not been fully dis¬ 
charged—has nothing to do with money, 
let alone taxpayer funds,” Kyle wrote in 
his analysis. 

He went on: 

“MVA is claiming taxpayer standing on 
the basis that the Attorney General’s Office 
is causing unnecessary litigation by failing 
to argue MVA’s favored defense Qack of 
private cause of action), but by intervening 
in this case, MVA will create more work 
for the Attorney General’s Office and thus 
use more public funds. 


“MVA argues that it is attemptingto safe¬ 
guard taxpayer funds, when in reality, its 
intervention is causing the expenditure of 
those funds.” 

Kyle added Ellison still has the chance 
to take MVA’s advice and raise the defense 
that people can’t just sue the government 
for civil rights under the Minnesota con¬ 
stitution. 

However, that claim might turn out to 
be just another waste of time and money, 
as many prior cases have found in favor of 
Minnesotans who did just that, -susan du 
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readers’ choice poll 

FEBRUARY 5-26 

Type in your nominee for each category 

MARCH 4-25 

Select from the top five nominees of each category 

Each year, our annual Best of the Twin Cities issue celebrates all the 
things we love most about our metropolis, from the finest bars and 
restaurants, to the coolest people, parks, museums, and music. 

Be sure to help us celebrate the winners at City Pages Best of the Twin 
Cities Party, April 30, 2020 at Orchestra Hall! 
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ILLUSTRATION BY ADRIA FRUITOS 



A MINNESOTA MOVEMENT INVITES A DIVIDED 
AMERICA TO MARRIAGE COUNSELING 


I. 

CAMPUS POLITICS 

Seven liberal St Olaf students, on cam¬ 
pus one snowy Sunday in January, quietly 
regarded a whiteboard populated with 
ugly stereotypes about Democrats. 

Entitled snowflakes. Socialists in love with 
biggovemment handouts. Politically correct, 
fiscally irresponsible hippies. Unpatriotic. 

Coming up with these was easy. They 
laughed as they did it. But now they had 
to dissect the kernel of truth underlying 
the cliche, and the exercise was slightly 
cringeworthy. 


“Some people believe in regulat¬ 
ing discourse and suppressing new 
ideas,” declared freshman Markian 
Romanyshyn, an environmentalist from 
Washington. 

Next door, six conser¬ 
vative students agonized 
over how to describe 
Republicans' feelings 
about gay rights. 

One struggled to shape her thoughts 
aloud: When religious people oppose 
homosexuality, it can be wrongly con¬ 
strued as hatred. 


“It's not hatred. It's a moral stance,” 
another clarified. 

“Some people are completely in support 
of LGBT,” interjected freshman Keer- 
thanaBabu, a future pastor 
from California, speaking 
for herself. 

The students have 
signed up for a red-blue 
workshop with an orga¬ 
nization called Better Angels, which spe¬ 
cializes in depolarization of the politically 
fraught. They came by way of Students 
for Life, the anti-abortion club, and the 


Institute for Freedom and Community, 
St. Olaf s first-in-the-nation center for 
free inquiry. 

St. Olaf is one of two liberal arts schools 
in Northfield, a small city on the banks of 
the Cannon River, an hour south of the 
Twin Cities. Like most colleges, its student 
body leans left. But it's also a Lutheran 
school, attended by liberals and conserva¬ 
tives who derive their contending politics 
from the same faith. 

While other campuses have rioted over 
right-wing speakers like Milo Yiannopoulos 
and Jeff Sessions and punished student 


By SUSAN DU 
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AARON LAVINSKY 


newspapers like the Daily Northwest¬ 
ern for reporting it, St. Olaf has mostly 
rejected the bait. In October, a spate of 
white nationalist stickers appeared on 
campus lamp posts. Students scraped them 
off. The year before, leaflets sprinkled 
on cars vilifled women who wore skin¬ 
tight clothes and demanded ‘‘the right to 
murder babies.” Students for Life quickly 
disavowed whoever left them. The club’s 
posters are occasionally vandalized. Mem¬ 
bers say it’s nothing serious. 

Not since the immediate aftermath of 
Donald Trump’s election has any crisis 
engulfed St. Olaf. At the time, an outbreak 
of racist messages targeting black stu¬ 
dents forced the school to reckon with 
its maltreatment of minorities in the past 
and lack of diversity today. An activist 
ultimately admitted staging her own 
death threat to manipulate a conversa¬ 
tion about race. 

These days are quieter. Like detente 
at Thanksgiving, students with oppos¬ 
ing views often maintain civility by not 
exchanging words. A 2018 Gallup poll 
found that 61 percent of college students 
believe campus climate prevents them from 
speaking freely. St. Olaf is no exception. 

Freshman violinist Addie Jo Lam- 
brecht, a conservative, signed up with 
Better Angels expecting to defend all her 
beliefs against liberal condemnation.When 
the reds and blues convened to compare 
the problems each had with their own 
side—which in politics would have been 
considered conceding ground to the 
enemy—she was warmed by the results. 

Conservatives value strong family units 
and local governance. They suspect federal 
welfare of replacing people’s responsibility 
to hold each other up, Lambrecht says. 

Nevertheless, she believes former Gov. 
Scott Walker’s zero-sum approach to taxa¬ 
tion was disastrous for her home state of 
Wisconsin, where her prison guard father 
didn’t get a raise for more than a decade 


A Trump supporter wades through a 
crowd of protesters during Trump’s 
October rally at Target Center. 


and union benefits for teachers like her 
mother were replaced by merit-based 
raises that empowered school districts to 
reward their yes-men and punish dissent. 

“Our infrastructure was falling apart, 
and it was not good. Like, you live in 
Wisconsin. You can’t just let your roads 
be,” she said. “You can’t just go around 
slashing ever 5 Thing.” 

Leander Krawinkel, a German exchange 
student with aspirations for public office, 
said American and German liberals seem to 
share a similar angst over national identity, 
unable to express pride in their country for 
fear of being misunderstood as the sort of 
people who think aU the world beneath thenr 

“Nationalism is: My country is the best, 
we are superior. Patriotism says, ‘I love and 
I’m proud of my identity. I’m happy to share 
these experiences with others, and it’s why 
I want to stand up for others,”’ he said. “I 
think as a liberal it is very, very important 
that you’re proud of where you’re from, 
or if you’re not proud, you have ways to 
change that.” 

Conservative students worried Repub¬ 
licans weren’t appealing to minorities and 
wondered why environmentalism wasn’t 
a bigger deal to a party that purportedly 
protects local communities. Liberals vented 
their frustration with activist culture and 
its moral veneer of calling out injustice 
without doing the work of enacting con¬ 
structive change. 

No one changed sides at the end of the 
day. But everyone seemed relieved. 

II. 

THE MARRIAGE 
COUNSELOR 


On the eve of the last presidential election, 
popular University of Minnesota couples 
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Just what makes CBD products and brands "craft "anyhow? 

In a surge of excitement — and competition — for the best CBD and hemp products, it is often too 
easy to be led astray by misleading and at times dishonest representations. 


SUSAN DU 



At the forefront of these phis is the pretension that some large, massively-funded brands are "craft" 
CBD.Though the question emerges with wrinkles, caveats and complications. Nothing But Hemp 
chatted with Minny Grown CBD's Zach Rohr to find out the true meaning of"craftcannabis." 

Zach founded Minny Grown CBD to offer a truly local and hand-grown and cultivated hemp and 
CBD experience for Minnesotans, provided by Minnesotan farmers and processed at Minny Crown's 
facilities in Cannon Falls. Rohr compared the need for hand-grown, lovingly-raised cannabis to an 
easy analogy in the food industry. 

While big box stores may be interested only in their profit margins when dealing with meatpacking 
plants across the country and the globe, an entire network of local farmers and ranchers has sprung 
up where people are conscious enough of how they consume and what they put in their bodies. 

"We're really trying to produce something locally and give to people who are from here. I think there's 
a lot to be said for these phytocannabinoids that are produced in the Minnesota sun. It is the same 
thing with food," Zach said."Eat what is in your area seasonally." 

Rohr said while larger mega-grower hemp operations may excel at simply extracting CBD isolates 
or manufacturing hundreds of acres mechanically for uses in textiles, rope and other industrial 
applications, nothing quite compares to the personal touch when it comes to CBD wellness products. 

Maybe that's why Minny Grown CBD is both a local favorite and an award-winner for its fullspectrum 
organic brand products. 

"We're focused on creating these unique cannabinoid profiles through our full spectrum oil because 
it's not the CBD isolate, it's not these huge extractors with 2,000 pounds an hour," Zach said."lt is 
really maintaining the environment throughout the extraction process. It's no secret that the plant 
works best as one, there's a reason why the plant naturally produces these cannabinoids, and that's 
what we're trying to capture and put into our products." 

While combines, CBD isolates and hundreds if not thousands of acres of industrial hemp may make 
for a mediocre, widely-distributed hemp product, no reasonable person would compare that to a craft 
product, Rohr said. 

Take the example of beenYou likely have a favorite nationally or internationally distributed beer, 
often with a lower alcohol content and overall quality than one you might encounter at a small local 
brewery you might visit.The key difference for Zach Rohr? You'll never meet the brewer of that mega¬ 
brand. 

He takes pride in the handful of acres and the handful of farmer partners Minny Grown CBD 
works with to create true craft hemp products. Because to him, less is more when it comes to 
wellness CBD. 

"We know where each plant came from without a doubt," Zach said."I can look at a bag and 
basically point to you on a map where that bag came from, who that came from, who the 
farmer was and how they got involved in hemp.That's what makes things craft." 


LOCATIONS 

MAPLEWOOD MALL 

3001 White Bear Ave 
Maplewood, MN 55109 

UPTOWN 

617 W Lake St 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 


FOREST LAKE 

143 Lake StN 
Forest Lake,MN 55025 

CLOQUET 

6 N 14th St 
Cloquet, MN 55720 


SAINT PAUL 

844 Grand Ave 
Saint Paul, MN 55105 

WHITE BEAR LAKE 

4762 Banning Ave, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 


Find us on Facebook ^/nothingbuthemp 


www.nothingbuthemp.net 


therapist Bill Doherty saw the outbreak 
of a new type of marital discord—Demo¬ 
crat women threatening to divorce their 
Republican husbands if they voted for 
Donald Trump. 

These were couples who were in coun¬ 
seling for other problems, who in some 
cases had been married for decades, and 
whose life-long political affiliation was 
no secret. 

But to the liberals. Trump personified 
evil itself, whereas the George Bushes 
might have just represented conservative 
values. He was an existential—Dictionary, 
corn’s 2019 word of the year—threat to the 
very survival of the country. 

According to a 2019 Public Religion 
Research Institute poll, far more Repub¬ 
licans and Democrats alike would object 
to their child marrying someone of the 
opposite political party than someone of 
a different race. 

The former president of the Minnesota 
Republican Party posited that ‘'Barack 
Obamahad an imperial presidency.” Ttoong 
Doherty’s liberal friends, there were people 
who predicted, unequivocally, that Trump 
was a fascist who’d never leave office. 

Doherty is a no-nonsense 75-year-old 
who suffers no Twitter. This was the most 
polarized America he’d ever seen. People 
used to take the purple prose of politi¬ 
cal propaganda with a grain of salt, he 
thought. Now they held it close to heart, 
with everyone ever 5 rwhere outraged all 
the time. 

He considered assembling a corps of citi¬ 
zen therapists to heal America’s wounds. 
Later, the startup nonprofit Better 7\ngels 
asked him to be its founding therapist. 
He set out to create a process that could 
bring passionate partisans together with¬ 
out insulting anybody’s intelligence, and 
without igniting war. 

In the summer of 2017, Better Angels 
embarked on a cross-country bus tour. 
Doherty found himself part of a motley 


Better Angels organizer Bruce 
MacKenzie moderates a red-blue 
workshop at his aima mater, St. Oiaf. 


fellowship including a Tea Party Republi¬ 
can as bus driver, a liberal Iranian Ameri¬ 
can as events coordinator, an obligatory 
millennial social media guru, and David 
Blankenhorn, the former gay marriage 
opponent who changed his mind in 2012. 

They kicked off from Dayton, Ohio 
with a concert. Bleeding-heart hippie 
Peter Yarrow of Peter, Paul and Mary 
and country star Richard Lynch, who’d 
founded the local Tea Party, played a 
duet of “Puff the Magic Dragon.” Then 
Better Angels cut through the Midwest 

People used to 
take the purple 
prose of political 
propaganda with 
a grain of salt. 

to New England, carried on through the 
mid-Atlantic states, and swung down 
through Virginia. 

Along the way, they invited staunchly 
divided people to group therapy. The 
ground rules defy impulse. There would 
be no telling the other side their fears were 
exaggerated, and no fact-checking of opin¬ 
ions. No assigning motives to strangers. 
No trying to convince anybody to change 
their mind. 

Some people expected fight club. But 
what they got was a safe space with a twist. 
Everyone got to express themselves, which 
meant everyone also had to be quiet for 
some stretch of time and listen to conflict¬ 
ing points of view. 

“Democracy is a rough sport,” Doherty 
says. “We’re not going to protect people 
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HOWARD LIPIN 


from hearing ideas that 50 million of their 
fellow Americans believe and half of the 
Congress. Even though I think there could 
be some people who could be bothered 
by that.” 

Better Angels’ depolarization work¬ 
shops—named after a line in a speech 
Abraham Lincoln gave on the brink of 
Civil War—are now in all 50 states. They 
cover how to deal with warring relatives, 
how to have rational conversation without 
flying off the handle, how to question 
one’s own assumptions. Each red-blue 
faceoff is run by a pair of moderators, 
one from each side. Membership costs 
$12 a year. 

California has the most members, but 
Minnesota boasts the most per capita. 
Better Angels is actively promoting its 
model among colleges, activist groups, 
and charities. 

The people who show up seem to occupy 
different moral universes. Still, they self¬ 
select according to some commonalities, 
Doherty says. Many of them love some¬ 
one on the other side. All of them have 
conceptualized a bigger meta-problem 
with America than whichever party is in 
power, and worry that a divided people 
won’t stand a chance against the world’s 
looming threats. 

The process assumes most people can 
be reasoned with. It’s discovering that 
policy divisions among Americans aren’t 
nearly as strong as the emotional ones. 
The average American is somewhat suspi¬ 
cious of government, and worried about 
big business too, Doherty says after a few 
years of this work. 

“But there’s a tendency now to confuse 
policy with underlying values. That if you 
believe in a certain policy that has racist 
effects, then you must intend those effects,” 
he says. “If I hear you’re against Obam- 
acare, particularly if I’ve absorbed all the 
rhetoric, then maybe you want grandma 
to die on the street.” 


Ken Nwadike, founder of the Free 
Hugs Project, films himself offering 
indiscriminate love at Donald Trump and 
Bernie Sanders rallies. The result: footage 
of Trump supporters threatening to punch 
him and saying, “I don’t want any drugs.” 


People also tend to identify the oppos¬ 
ing party with its most extreme factions, 
Doherty says, recalling a conversation 
with a red leader who insisted the vio¬ 
lence of Antifa was intrinsic to the left, 
while white nationalist neo-Nazis were 
just fringe lunatics completely detached 
from the conservative movement. 

In couples counseling, “That’s what’s 
called a self-serving bias.” 

III. 

BATTLE ROYALE 


iff the fall of 2017, Oprah Winfrey gath¬ 
ered a focus group of seven Trump sup¬ 
porters and seven detractors on CBS’s 60 
Minutes. They sat around an oversized 
table under a spotlight as Winfrey lobbed 
a series of America’s juiciest polemics into 
the mix. Did the Trump campaign collude 
with Russia to win the election? Why 
would he say there were “fine people” 
on both sides of the white nationalist 
march in Charlottesville? Were liberal 
tactics destroying the country? 

A screaming melee ensued. Participants 
left portending civil war. 

Winfrey caught up with the group six 
months later. They were apparently hungry 
enough for connection that the/d gone out 
of their way to stay in touch. They talked— 
and fought—regularly via Facebook group 
chat. They watched hockey and went to 
target practice. They still couldn’t agree 
on an 5 Thing to do with Trump, but they 
did start seeing each other as complex 
people with conflicting feelings. 

Bill Doherty intended for Better Angels 
to achieve the same outcome—without the 
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Cafe 

Monday - Wednesday 8:00 - 5:30 
^Thursday - Saturday 8:00-9:00 
^Sunday Open Mic every Sunday 8:00 - 8:00 

Talented local bands, come & play at 
the Eggroll Queen's ^Stage 

Delicious H>Ji^|:M Eaa Rolls 

Chicken, pork, vegetable, steak, 
breakfast cheesy chicken, COFFEE, WINE&BKR, LIVE MUSIC 

pizza, taco & dessert. 

Rice Bowls 
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Options Available! 


612 ) 702-2922 * 612 ) 872-2323 


2718 Nicollet Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55408 

BANH Ml PHO BUBBLE TEA FRENCH CREPES 


University of Minnesota 


Research Study: Effect of Banning Menthol Flavorant 

MENTHOL SMOKERS, 
AGES 21-64 
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JEFF WHEELER 


initial brawling. Some participants start 
out loathing the other side, convinced 
their leaders are powermongers and their 
followers fools who vote against their own 
interests. Doherty denies his goal is to 
move people toward the center, but to 
show them everyone has something to 
contribute. 

Some of his expectations fly in the face 
of popular culture. Doherty, who admits 
he has a lot of hope for people, doesn’t 
think much of social media. A 2019 Pew 
Research Center study found 10 percent 
of people on Twitter are responsible for 
80 percent of the tweets. He prescribes 
analog conversations. 

In November, Better Angels invited 
Congressmen Dean Phillips (D) and Pete 
Stauber (R) to test their process. 

Phillips and Stauber are part of the Prob¬ 
lem Solvers Caucus, a bipartisan alliance 
that requires Democrats and Republicans 
to join in pairs and endorses legislation 
supported by at least three-quarters of 
its members. Since 2017, the group has 
steered Congress clear of a couple gov¬ 
ernment shutdowns. 

It’s also been criticized by the right and 
the left as a centrist scheme to preserve 
the status quo. 

Last summer. Senate Republicans and 
House Democrats clashed over immigration 
enforcement funding and humanitarian 
standards for asylum-seeking migrants. 
Democrats wanted, among other things, 
soap, toothbrushes, and atwo-meter-square 
space for every individual. The Senate leader 
vowed to forestall all their demands. 

Democratic members of the Problem 
Solvers Caucus took it on themselves to 
push through border funding in return for 
some safeguards for children, including a 
90-day limit on holding them in tempo¬ 
rary intake facilities, and a requirement 
to notify lawmakers within 24 hours of a 
child’s death in custody. They and their 
Republican counterparts traveled down 
to the border to witness conditions for 
themselves. 


An anti-Trump protester confronts 
a Trump supporter outside the 
Amsoii Arena in Duiuth foiiowing 
the president’s raiiy in June 2018. 


The chair of the Progressive Caucus, 
who wanted to keep fighting, renamed 
Democrats who compromised the “Child 
Abuse Caucus.” Others criticized them for 
giving hardline Republicans a pass to call 
themselves problem-solvers when they 
haven’t earned it. 

In October, Phillips and Stauber’s con¬ 
gressional staff attended a Better Angels 
workshop in Forest Lake. Political opera¬ 
tives trained to listen for things to refute 
were encouraged to be honest. They talked 
about how they grew up and where their 
values came from. They quizzed each other 
on policy. 

The political world is black and white, 
and neither side ever publicly admits 
their ideas have downsides, says Zach 
Rodvold, Phillips’s chief of staff. “There’s 
actually a lot of gray area in public policy, 
and this exposed that. I think both sides 
walked away realizing the other was 
aware of that.” 

Rodvold says win-at-all-costs cam¬ 
paigning drove him out of politics after 
2016. Democracy had become a blood 
sport. Operatives had to own their part. 
He told everyone he was going to get a 
career change. 

He returned to support Phillips, who 
ran a clean campaign with the express 
purpose ofbreaking Washington’s gridlock. 

In this case, Minnesota’s western sub¬ 
urbs voted for the candidate who didn’t 
spend millions on false attack ads. 

“A majority of people say they want to 
see both sides work together, they want 
compromise, they want civility,” Rodvold 
says. “But they vote for people who don’t 
adhere to those values and those principles.” 

It’s a cognitive dissonance he’s yet to 
understand. 

“The reality is we’re divided. There’s 
no other way to get anything done.” 03 
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WONKA ON MARINE 

Inside the award-winning St. Croix Chocolate Co. 



1 ^ 1 . 


BY SARAH BRUMBLE 

hose who think of Stillwater 
as a classic riverfront town 
likely haven’t driven slightly 
upriver on MN-95. A sign 
entering Marine on St. Croix 
reads “Population 689,” and though its resi¬ 
dents number far fewer than I’d expected, 
nothing would prepare me for downtown 
Marine. It’s listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places thanks to its storybook 
gazebo, noon-time whistle, and Minne¬ 
sota’s oldest general store, frozen in time. 
Ever 5 dhing was coated in glistening, melting 
snow like that shit on fake Christmas trees. 

And then there’s Robyn Dochterman, 
waving and smiling from the stoop of her 
teensy workshop (brown, easily mistaken 
for an elegant woodshed) beneath a small 
forest. Walking closer, I see she’s wearing 
a hoodie embroidered with a bold, even 
more endearing Doritos logo. 

Dochterman owns St. Croix Chocolate 
Co. with her wife, Diedre Pope. Dochter- 
man’s workspace, where she’s the compa¬ 
nds sole chocolatier, was both kitchen and 
public storefront until business exceeded its 
miniscule square footage. Inside, it smells 
like huffing a bag of M&Ms. 

This makes me gasp because, well, it’s 
hard not to. Dochterman just good-naturedly 
shrugs and says, “I’m noseblind to it I might 
smell it first thing in the morning, but that’s 
it,” touching on what seems like the one 
drawback to her job. 

Earlier that week, news reached Marine 
that its tiny chocolate company had earned 
a five-star designation from the Interna¬ 
tional Chocolate Salon. Only seven other 
chocolatiers in the nation were awarded 
five stars for 2019. 

“This is the first time I’ve done the 
whole year of [competitions],” Dochter¬ 
man explains. 

Dochterman didn’t set out to become 
Marine’s Willy Wonka. When the economy 
began to crumble in 2008, she took it as a 
sign from the universe to start planning 
moves beyond media, despite spending 
the previous 13 years working as a web 
editor for the Star Tribune. 

“I took a buyout, and kind of recovered 
from intense journalism for a bit, and I 
thought I was going to bake bread,” she 
says, laughing about realizing that meant 
waking up at 3 a.m. daily. “So: not bread.” 

What Dochterman has learned to do with 
chocolate—beginning with a continuing 
ed program at Chicago’s French Pastry 
School, sustained in the decade since by 
her insatiable curiosity—is astounding. To 


earn any stars from the Salon, chocolatiers 
must compete in a sort of chocolate gauntlet 
including disciplines like chocolate bars, 
truffles, drinking chocolate, toffees, a Val¬ 
entine’s theme, and more. Final rankings 
are based on cumulative scores throughout 
a calendar year. 

In November, Dochterman earned 
gold for Best Overall Truffle Artistry for 
her “Koi Inyodo.” Opening a box sten¬ 
ciled like a shipping crate revealed two 
koi fish hand-painted to look like they’re 
“swimming” in a yin-yang formation. One 
of the koi truffles was filled with yuzu 
ganache and roasted buckwheat praline; 
the other featured honey ganache with a 
black sesame seed crunch. Separately, her 
Hot Hot Cocoa—which folded four kinds 
of ground chiles, vanilla, and cinnamon 
into thin, dissolvable quills—took home 
top awards from both the Scovies (which 
originate in New Mexico, honoring the 
world’s best spicy food products) and the 
Salon’s spicy chocolate category. “It makes 
the chocolate itself hot without your brain 
knowing quite why,” she explains. “You 
just add as much as you want to any hot 
beverage. It’s really fun.” 

Despite these accolades, Dochterman 
says she approached the Salon series as 
more of a challenge than seeking street 
cred. “The contests make me slow down 
and think about how I can use this ingredi¬ 


SARAH BRUMBLE 

ST. CROIX CHOCOLATE CO. 

n Judd St., Marine on St. Croix 
stcroixchocolateco.com 


ent, package things...” she trails off for a 
second. “It just makes me think in a dif¬ 
ferent way.” 

Still, what Dochterman most enjoys 
making isn’t something the Salon mea¬ 
sures. “I do something that almost nobody 
else does, and I absolutely adore doing....” 
Before me, she sets two pumpkins and an 
egg—each 3D, hefty, and up to nine inches 
large. They’re swirled and stamped with 
a rainbow of cocoa butter mimicking psy¬ 
chedelic porcelain. Taking off their lids 
reveals a hollow center in a more tradi¬ 
tional hue. Again, I gasp as she assures me 
they re 100 percent edible, pure chocolate, 
and shelf-stable (provided you have air 
conditioning). Pope is stuck convincing 
customers that they aren’t holding actual 
jewelry boxes. 

But truffles and bonbons keep the lights 
on. Long ago, Dochterman decided that if 
she was going to do these, she’d do them 
her way. “You can see the swirly thing? 
It’s almost kind of a signature for me,” 
she says, gesturing to trays of part-made 
raspberry and passionfruit truffles. “You 
see really cool marbles with glass in the 
middle? I’m always inspired by those. I 
like to give it not just something on the 


surface, but the longer you look at it the 
more you see.” 

As a substance, chocolate is magical 
enough in its own right, even before Doch¬ 
terman adds flavors and textures and luster 
dust. Studies have verified that euphoric 
feeling we get from snapping into a pure 
bar of the dark stuff is not a placebo effect. 
Chocolate contains a veritable cocktail of our 
brain’s favorite drugs: caffeine, serotonin, 
tryptophan, a smidge of amphetamines, plus 
tiny amounts of amarijuana-like neurotrans¬ 
mitter called anandamide... and 295 more 
chemicals to boot. It’s best not to question 
why people want their chocolate, even if 
they’re not actually high as tits off abonbon. 

Along this line, one of the most infamous 
chocolate fights in more than four millen¬ 
nia took place in Chiapas, Mexico circa 
1630. The short version is: A local bishop 
tried to ban consuming chocolate just in 
church and wound up dead for it. The local 
women banded together in a fit of rebellion 
and poisoned the clergyman with... drink¬ 
ing chocolate. The man’s contemporary, 
Dominican monk Thomas Gage, left a sala¬ 
cious account of the matter in his diaries, 
which also included detailed notes about 
how he preferred his daily two-to-three 
cups of chocolate prepared. 

With an eye toward this history in mind, 
Dochterman just released a smart new prod¬ 
uct designed to educate self-proclaimed 
“chocoholics” on cacao’s more subtle tasting 
notes, while sneaking in as much of choco¬ 
late’s modern production techniques as 
her journalistic background allowed. This 
Fine Chocolate Taste Journey (available in 
four- or eight-piece sets) escorts recipients 
on a world tour of chocolate, via samples 
cast to resemble life-sized tree frogs—sorry 
for biting off your heads, little guys!—as 
they’re the anthropocene’s ultimate indi¬ 
cator species. Each frog comes separately 
bagged with an accompanying note card 
describing the technique for harvestingthat 
bean, its terroir, and how these elements 
manifest in its flavor. 

Though many of St. Croix Chocolate 
Co.’s creations can be purchased online 
and shipped to the moon, when weighing 
the cost of that 50-ish minute drive east 
into the Eden of Marine on St. Croix and 
Dochterman’s world of delights, consider 
that another thing worth fightingfor is your 
departure from the humdrum. Exceedingly 
fine chocolates and cigars of fiery elixers 
are the perfect excuse to leave town. Rest 
assured they’re both perfectly legal (now), 
and have been deemed the finest available 
an5rwhere. 03 
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FRIDAY Meet life over 80,000 years old p. 19 


SATURDAY Beer Dabbler and Ballet West p. 19 


SUNDAY Immigrant art at Mia p. 21 



ALIZA NISENBAUM, MARISSA 


WEDNESDAY 2.19 


FILM 

DEATH OF A CHEERLEADER 

TRYLON CINEMA 

Back in the ’90s, made-for-TV movies 
were all the rage, and they were mostly 
amazing crap. One shining example: 
Death of a Cheerleader, which aired on 
NBC in 1994. The story follows Angela 


(Kellie Martin), a popularity-obsessed 
teenager who longs to become BFFs 
with Stacey (Tori Spelling), a clique-y 
cheerleader from an affluent family. 
In order to woo Stacey, Angela does 
the logical thing: She invites her to a 
fake dinner party and offers to drive. 
When she confesses her scam, Stacey 
is less than impressed, and flees from 
the car. Angered at rejection, Angela 


chases her on foot and stabs her to 
death with a kitchen knife. After the 
killing, Angela goes back to life as 
normal, becoming a candystriper and 
planning for college... but will she get 
away with murder? Yes, this movie is 
based on a true story (almost all made- 
for-TV movies were). Thankfully, this 
is a trashy take pretty divorced from 
the facts of the actual tragedy. 7 p.m. 


$5.2820 E. 33rd St, Minneapolis; 612- 
424-5468. -JESSICA armbruster 

COMEDY 

LAURIE KILMARTIN 

ACME COMEDY CO. 

‘'My son is 13, so every day is new in a 
way, but also a lot like Groundhog Day,” 
says comedian Laurie Kilmartin. “It’s 
a weird combination of being yelled at 
by someone who used to cuddle with 
you while everything else is the same.” 
When not doing standup, Kilmartin has 
a day job on Conan writing the host’s 
monologue along with fellow comic 
Brian Kiley. She also does a podcast with 
Jackie Kashian, another fellow comic 
and Minneapolis fave. “It’s been four 
years now. We sit down every week and 
talk about how our sets went, standup 
comedy in general, and what’s going 
on in comedy. There’s always some 
drama.” Doing sets, the podcast, and 
the Conan gig doesn’t leave much time 
for a social life. “Between having a kid 
and my mother living with me, there’s 
no place to have sex here. There’s no 
privacy. Hopefully, I’ll hook up with 
someone in Minneapolis. Someone 
send your hot uncle to my show so 
I can get something going.” 8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Saturday; 10:30 
p.m. Friday and Saturday. $15-$20.708 
N. First St, Minneapolis; 612-338-6393. 
Through Saturday -p.f. wilson 

THURSDAY 2.20 


DANCE 

CALL TO REMEMBER 

PILLSBURY HOUSE THEATRE 
As part of the Pillsbury House Theatre’s 
Renegade-ism: Artists on the Edge 
Series, choreographer and dancer 
Leslie Parker takes the stage with three 
other black women and nonbinary 
dance artists. The evening of work, 
titled Call to Remember, will be a mix 
of improvisation and experimentation, 
investigating the lineage and vitality of 
black pedagogy, artistry, and activism in 
dance. Parker’s recent showing in the 
Momentum series at the O’Shaughnessy 
soared with dynamic punch. Here she’s 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 ► 
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SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS 

Check out what our 
local businesses have to offer. 



3900 E Lake St, Mpls 
peppersandfries. com 


Award Winning 
Burgers! 

Award Winning 
Sports Bar! 




NEW GILD 

JEWELERS 

From classic to creative, 
bespoke engagement and 
wedding jewelry that’s truly 
extraordinary. 

Your Trusted Jewelers 

4300 S Upton Ave Mpls, MN 55410 
612.402.0561 www.newgild.com 



WHY WAIT? 
LIVE HAPPY! 

ORIGIN 

Premier CBD boutique 
providing high-quality, lab- 
tested products at an 

wellness 

affordable pricel 

PREMIER CBD BOUTIQUE 

6015 ^ndale Ave S, Suite B 


Minneapolis, MN,55419 


6125844399 



IGNITE 

CURIOUSITY. 


SUMMER CAMP AT 
THE BAKKEN MUSEUM 


3537 Zenith Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 

thebakken.org/summer-camp/ 
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AMAZING & HEARTY BRITISH-INSPIRED FARE 


HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS ON FOOD 
4-6PM MON- FRI 


K OS EAT FREE ALL DAY SUNDAYS 


COME FOR THE FOOD STAY FOR THE WH SKEY 


3601 EAST LAKE ST • MINNEAPOLIS • 612.216.2419 • WWW.MERLINSREST.COM 


InVision 

distinctive eyewear 

Eye Exams and complete Eyecare at our Galleria Location 
by Dr. Toni Albrecht, OD. 

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT ONLINE 
www.invision-optical.com 

OR CALL: 952-920-5458 


18 CITYPAGES.COM FEBRUARY 19-25, 2020 




































A-LIST 


Yes, these are 



CONTINUED FROM THURSDAY ► 

joined by Vie Boheme, a triple threat 
whose career has spanned stints with 
top contemporary dance companies, 
musical theater, and solo performance. 
The collaboration also features Brooklyn- 
based Ma 5 dield Brooks, an improviser, 
performance artist, and urban farmer; 
and Stanford artist-in-residence Amara 
Tabor-Smith, who draws on Yoruba 
Lukumi spiritual ritual for her Afro 
surrealist aesthetic. The performance 
at the Pillsbury House marks the start 
of a yearlong collaboration among the 
four artists as they explore memory 
and remembrance as a way to create 
community. 7:30 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday. $5-$25.3501 Chicago 
Ave. S., Minneapolis; 612-825-0459. 
Through Saturday -sheila regan 

FRIDAY 2.21 


ART/GALLERY 

THE OLDEST LIVING 
THINGS IN THE WORLD 

NEWSTUDIO GALLERY 
For the past decade, Rachel Sussman 
has traveled the world with biologists, 
photographing ancient organisms. The 
ages of these living organisms varies 
from 2,000 to over 80,000 years old. 

Her project has taken her to Antarctica, 
where she met a patch of 5,500-year-old 
moss; Australia, where she photographed 
stromatolites that helped oxygenate 
Earth; and Greenland, where ancient 
lichens grow a centimeter a century. “I 
approach my subjects as individuals, 
of whom I’m making portraits, in 
order to facilitate an anthropomorphic 



DEBBIE KUPINSKY, MANDALA 

connection to a deep timescale otherwise 
too physiologically challenging for our 
brain to internalize,” Sussman explains. 
The amassed collection eventually 
became a New York Times bestselling 
book. The Oldest Living Things in the 
World. This week, she’ll be in town to 
explain her project, share images from 
her travels, and discuss how climate 
change is impacting these locations. 

Meet her at NewStudio Gallerys free 
opening reception on Friday, February 
21, from 6 to 9 p.m., followed by an artist’s 
talk on Saturday, February 22, at 1 p.m. 
2303 Wycliff St, St Paul; 651-207-5527. 
Through April 15 -Jessica armbruster 

ART/GALLERY 

OBJECTS IN FLUX 

ARTISTRY 

Wisconsin artist Debbie Kupinskys 
installations bring everyday objects and 
ceramic creations together to engender 
references throughout art history: 
surrealism, abstraction, minimalism, 
feminist art. Her use of white and of 
repetition, which is juxtaposed with her 
choice of objects, is at once disturbing 
and engrossing. There’s a sense of 
the uncanny at work here, along with 
pla 5 dulness and disruption. Meanwhile, 
Craig Clifford, also from Wisconsin, is 
a maximalist, layering the objects he 
creates into ceramic structures teetering 
beneath the weight of their narratives. 
There will be an opening reception 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, February 21, and 
an artists’ talk on Tuesday, March 10, 
at 7 p.m. Free. 1800 W. Old Shakopee 
Rd., Bloomington Center for the Arts, 
Bloomington; 952-563-8575. Through 
March 27 -camille lefevre 


COMEDY 

NIKKI GLASER 

PANTAGES THEATRE 
Nikki Glaser has pretty much been on 
tour since 2007. ‘4f s the never-ending 
tour,” she says. “The special could 
have been called, Nikki Glaser, When 
Will This End? When I Die.” Instead, 
it’s called Bangin', and it debuted on 
Netflix last fall. “I always wanted to 
be in the entertainment business,” 
she says. “I didn’t know it would be 
standup, but I fell into that because I 
wasn’t good at any of the other ways to 
be famous. I can’t dance, although I’m 
okay at acting and I can sing a little.” As 
a freshman in college, she had a rather 
dark thought: “I’ll probably have to 
take my life at some point.” Suffering 
from depression and anorexia didn’t 
help. However, she found standup, and, 
thankfully, it all worked out for her and 
for comedy fans. She couldn’t imagine 
doing an54hing else other than being in 
show business. “All I wanted was to be 
on TV. That’s actually the most morbid 
thing I can ever admit,” she laughs. 7 
and 10 p.m. $35.710 Hennepin Ave., 
Minneapolis; 612-339-7007. -p.f. wilson 

SATURDAY 2.22 


BEER 

11TH ANNUAL WINTER 
BEER DABBLER 

MINNESOTA STATE FAIRGROUNDS 
Thanks to the renaissance of craft 
breweries, beer drinkers now have 


access to a vast selection of elixirs, often 
creatively engineered to match the 
time of year. Tapping into this seasonal 
focus, the Winter Beer Dabbler features 
samples of some 600 beers and ciders 
from more than 180 companies. The 
event will provide attendees with a 
diverse selection of styles to compare 
before casting their vote for the 
prestigious Lord Dabbler Cup. Brewers 
looking for even more competition 
can tackle an obstacle course to earn 
the title of American Brewer Warrior 
(currently held by Modist Brewing 
Company), while attendees can 
partake in giant beer pong, a silent 
disco, and live music. With a meat- 
and-cheese showcase (sponsored 
by Lunds & Byerlys) available in the 
heated Coliseum, the Winter Beer 
Dabbler looks sure to provide festive 
provisions in this snowbound season. 
21+. Find tickets and more info at 
beerdabbler.com. 3 to 6:30 p.m.; 2 p.m. 
VIP. $50; $70 VIP; $20 designated 
driver. 1265 Snelling Ave. N., St. Paul; 
651-288-4400. -brad richason 

THEATER 

SILENT SKY 

BELL MUSEUM 

Using a planetarium as the venue for a 
play about astronomy? It’s such a good 
idea. Theatre Pro Rata had it before the 
planetarium even existed. Artistic director 
Garin Bratlie Wethern says the company 
has been considering Silent Sky, Lauren 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 ► 


SATURDAY 


DANCE 

BALLET WEST: JEWELS 

NORTHROP 

Recognized by many as the great¬ 
est 20th-century ballet choreog¬ 
rapher, George Balanchine trained 
in Russia, where he danced with 
the Mariinsky Ballet. He fled to 
Paris after the Russian Revolution, 
where he choreographed for the 
Ballets Russes. In the 1930s, he 
relocated to New York where, 
inspired by the sleek athleticism 
of American dancers, he revolutionized ballet. In his three-part work Jewels, from 1967, 
he paid homage to the stylistic influences that shaped him. “Emeralds,” danced to 
music by Faure, captures the rhapsodic flow of French romanticism, while “Rubies,” to 
Stravinsky’s jazzy score, digs into the syncopations and sophistication of urban America. 
In “Diamonds,” set to music by Tchaikovsky, Balanchine goes back to the future, linking 
the clear-cut brilliance of 19th-century choreographer Marius Petipa’s imperial Russian 
style to the blaze and power of contemporary ballerinas. For the Northrop performances, 
all three gems will coruscate to live music. 7:30 p.m. Saturday; 2 p.m. Sunday. $22-$47. 
84 Church St. SE, Minneapolis; 612-624-2345. Through Sunday -linda shapiro 
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PUCCINI'S BELOVED OPERA 
BOLDLY RE-IMAGINED 


LA BOHEME 


THEM 

LATTE 

DA 


MUSIC BY GIACOMO PUCCINI 
LIBRETTO BY LUIGI ILLICA AND GUISEPPE GIACOSA 
NEW ORCHESTRATION BY JOSEPH SCHLEFKE 


DIRECTED BY PETER ROTHSTEIN 
MUSIC DIRECTION BY ERIC MCENANEY 


TICKETS ON SALE FROM $33! RITZ THEATER LATTEDA.ORG 612-339-3003 
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OLGA KHAZAI 


CONTINUED FROM SATURDAY ► 

Gunderson’s 2011 play about pioneering 
Harvard astronomer Henrietta Swan 
Leavitt, for years. ‘'OMG, wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to do it in a planetarium?” 
she says. “So we actually started talking 
with the Bell before their new space 
was even built.” Silent Sky will be the 
first theatrical production to be staged 
in the Bell Museum’s new Whitney and 
Elizabeth MacMillan Planetarium, but 
it’s far from the first time Theatre Pro 
Rata is forgoing a conventional space: 
They’ve worked in a college lecture 
hall, a defunct movie theater, and even a 
cemetery. ‘We’re bringing our expertise 
on that,” says Wethern, and the museum 
staff are “bringing their expertise in 
creating this beautiful visual world that 
is going to be surrounding the play.” 

7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays; 3 p.m. 
Sundays. $15-$30.2088 Larpenteur 
Ave. W., St. Paul; 612-626-9660. 

Through March 8 -jay gabler 

DOGS 

MIDWEST CORGI FEST 

BOOM ISLAND BREWING COMPANY 
The corgi belongs in the goofy category 
of dog: Their little legs make for an 
adorable waddle, their floofy butts 
are instantly recognizable, and their 
smiles are contagious. Celebrate this 
ridiculously majestic dog at Boom 
Island Brewing’s two-day festival, 
hosted by the Corgi Racing Society. 
Expect an explosion of sweetness at 
this thing. Scheduled events include 
contests (Costume! High jump! Puppy 
runs! Twerking!), dog weddings, corgi 
bar trivia, dog yoga, and other canine- 


friendly hangs. Regardless of what you 
end up doing at this fest, it’s going to 
be stupid cute. Find tickets and more 
info at midwestcorgifest.ticketleap. 
com. Noon to 11 p.m. Saturday; 9:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. $10; $20 VIP; 
$18 weekend pass. 5959 Baker Rd., 
Minnetonka; 612-227-9635. Through 
Sunday -Jessica armbruster 

SUNDAY 2.23 


ART/MUSEUM 

WHEN HOME WON’T 
LET YOU STAY 

MINNEAPOLIS INSTITUTE OF ART 
A theme with alarming relevance- 
migration, immigration, and the 
forced displacement of people—has 
artists around the globe responding 
with innovation, creativity, force, and 
compassion. This exhibition, organized 
by the Institute of Contemporary 
Art/Boston, continues the critical 
discussion, and also includes three 
large-scale installations rarely 
experienced elsewhere. Mia is the first 
U.S. museum to present Ai Weiwei’s Safe 
Passage, with thousands of refugee life 
jackets circling the museum’s columns. 
The interdisciplinary arts collective 
Postcommodity presents Let Us Pray 
for the Water Between Us, a new work 
in which a chemical storage tank is 
transformed into a drum. And the Twin 
Cities collective CarryOn Homes installs 
an immersive experience for reflection 
and connection. $20; $16 members; 
kids 17 and under free. 2400 Third 
Ave. S., Minneapolis; 612-870-3131. 
Through May 24 -camille lefevre 
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COLIN 
HAY 
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MEN AT 


WORK 


IN MINNEAPOLIS 


MARCH 


AT PANTAGES 
THEATRE 


TICKETS: $43-$63 GETYOURSATTHECEDAR.ORG 


WITH 

LUCY DACUS 
07 ■ 20 

SURLY BREWING 
FESTIVAL FIELD 
MINNEAPOLIS, 
MINNESOTA 


AND INFO AT AMERICAr* TRY.COM 

BUY TICKETS AT FIRST AVENUE. THE DEPOT TAVERN, TURF CLUB, AND FIRST AVENUE TICKET OUTLETS 
WWW.FIRST-AVENUE.COM • ORDER TICKETS BY PHONE 1 -800-514-3849 
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SONIC YAWN 

They fixed the teeth, but didn’t think to add any actual jokes 
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BY TONY LIBERA 

onic the Hedgehog will always 
have a special place in my heart. 
It was the first video game I ever 
owned. It supplied the early high 
of 16-bit super speed and the life¬ 
long fear of drowning in the Labyrinth 
Zone. Hell, I loved the franchise so much 
as a kid that I even got into the Archie 
Comics series. 

And yet, no level of fandom can overcome 
the mediocrity of the Sonic the Hedgehog 
movie. 

Video game adaptations have such a 
brutal track record it’s kind of mind-blow¬ 
ing they continue to get made. Be it Street 
Fighter, Resident Evil, or the Tomb Raider 
outings, something about the medium just 
doesn’t seem to translate. With that in mind, 
I actually have to give Sonic the Hedgehog 
some credit. While it’s not a good movie, 
it’s at least watchable—and compared to 
something like Mortal Kombat: Annihila¬ 
tion, it may as well be Parasite. 

The film opens on a faraway planet. 
A blue baby hedgehog zips through the 
vibrant flora and familiar loop-de-loops of 
the Green Hill Zone, as an older Sonic (Ben 
Schwartz) recalls his happy upbringing. 


The salad days are spoiled when a band 
of bad guys discover our hero’s incredible 
power, and so lil bb Sonic must travel across 
the universe and hide out in small-town 
Montana. 

It’s a lonesome existence, but Sonic stays 
safe and hidden for years. Then one day 
he runs a bit too fast, causes an electrical 
surge, and blacks out the entire Pacific 
Northwest. In doing so, he draws the atten¬ 
tion of the evil Dr. Robotnik (Jim Carrey). 

Thus, the groundwork is laid for a fairly 
uncomplicated kids’ adventure. Sonic the 
Hedgehog does repeatedly touch on con¬ 
cepts of isolation, family, and finding your 
place in the world. However, its execution 
feels lacking compared to, say, a Pixar flick. 
I imagine even the youngins could sense 
the color-by-numbers foundation. 

The focus here seems to be mostly on 
jokes, but Sonic doesn’t offer much in the 
way of actual laughs. It’s great having kids 
in these screenings, because they’re finely 
tuned comedy barometers. And if Tm not 
laughing and they’re not laughing, I know 
we’ve got a problem. 

Listen, I can’t not love Ben Schwartz. The 
dude is a comedic genius, and his casting 
feels right on the money. I just wish he’d 



SONIC THE HEDGEHOG 

directed by Jeff Fowler 
area theaters, now playing 


gotten more to work with than attention- 
deficit gags. Same goes for Carrey, who’s 
channeling some of his early-’90s mania 
but can only do so much with this script. 
That said, I can’t imagine how lackluster 
Sonic would have been without Carrey 
and Schwartz. 

Of course, you can’ttalk about this picture 
without bringingup the massive VFX over¬ 
haul We the People of the Internet pretty 
much forced to happen. Sonic’s redesign is 
leagues better than the Cats-esque horror 
show we saw in the first trailer, and the fix 
probably did save this movie (to the degree 
it could be considered “saved”). Although 
one of the unintended side effects of the 
change is that I spent the entire runtime 
imagining what things would have looked 
like with the original toothy design. 

Twitter is a cesspool, but it’s nice to see 
that it can, in fact, affect positive change. 
It’d be great if that power was used to, I 
don’t know, save the republic—but hey, a 
better-looking, run-of-the-mill Sonic the 
Hedgehog movie is pretty good, too. 03 
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PLAY ON 

A strong cast and a bunch of balloons make 
the Guthrie’s Twelfth Night a delight 



DAN NORMAN 


BY JAY GABLER 

ometimes you step into view of 
the Guthrie Theater’s Wurtele 
Thrust Stage and immediately 
a striking set blows your mind. 
The scenic design for Twelfth 
Night is more likely to have you scratching 
your head. What is that ungainly agglom¬ 
eration of boxy platforms? And why is it 
standing in a pool of water? 

By the end of the show, though, you 
realize that every crazy corner of Naomi 
Dawson’s set is there to serve the story¬ 
telling. Twelfth Night is a long play full of 
outlandish episodes and madcap misunder¬ 
standings, and the deliberately abstract set 
allows the action to unfold both vertically 
and horizontally, making full use of the 
Guthrie’s most distinctive space. 

F or all the grandness of the surroundings, 
there’s an appealing coziness to director 
Tom Quaintance’s warm, amusing pro¬ 
duction. The all-local cast is uniformly 
strong, and most importantly, the actors 
(including veterans of Theatre de la Jeune 
Lune, the Children’s Theatre Company, 
and Ten Thousand Things) know how 
to work effectively in a comic ensemble. 

The production is literally elemental, 
with both water and air coming into play 
through that peculiar pool and a series 
of balloons that multiply like tribbles as 
the play goes on. (A sign at the entrance 
warns of ‘‘popping latex balloons”—an 
appreciated advisory for some patrons 
and an arousing promise for others.) The 
water serves as both a set element and a 
prop: Actors walk through it, fall into it, 
and douse each other with it. 


TWELFTH NIGHT 

Guthrie Theatre 

818 S 2nd St., Minneapolis 

612-377-2224; through March 22 


If there’s one word for the entire show, 
it’s playful. Twelfth Night is one of Shake¬ 
speare’s most breezily enjoyable scripts, as 
audiences who caught last season’s engag¬ 
ing Orchard Theater Collective produc¬ 
tion were reminded. It’s not pure comedy, 
though. Emily Gunyou Halaas channels 
anguish as the disguised Viola, and in a 
movingly luminous final tableau, the actors 
trade places on an outsized swing. 

Creditingthis cast is like thanking people 
at the Oscars: You’re afraid to start naming 
names because you know you won’t be 
able to mention everyone. The actors who 
make the strongest impressions, though, 
are the ones who get to most use their 
comic chops. That includes Sun Mee 
Chomet, whose hilariously horny Olivia 
shows why she should get cast in comedies 
more often; Jim Lichtscheidl, born to play 
the preening but vulnerable Malvolio; and 
the extraordinary Joy Dolo, whose Sir 
Andrew, seemingly a minor character, 
just about steals this show. 

Andrew’s a sidekick to Sir Toby, whose 
bloodstream is cut with both alcohol and 
irony. Tob/s also played by a female actor, 
none other than the storied Sally Wingert. 
She snaps right into place here, forming a 
delightful duo with Dolo in a bit of casting 
that helps to challenge the gender binary 
on which the plot ostensibly relies. That 
plot’s unchanged, but the play’s the thing, 
and this production is a pip. 03 
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Orchestra Hall 

nil Nicollet Mall • Minneapolis 


With complimentary food samples from award-winning eateries, music, 
interactive photo opp & more—this is bound to be the best bash of the year! 
Upgrade to VIP and enjoy early entry at 6 p.m., complimentary drinks for an 
hour, exclusive access to the second floor & morel 



bestof.citypages.com 
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DARIN KAMNETZ 

SHOWTIME! 

What’s it like to see a show at the new Fillmore music 
club in North Loop? We’re glad you asked. 


BY KEITH HARRIS 

randi Carlile had nothing but 
good things to say about the 
Twin Cities’ newest concert 
venue last Wednesday. 

‘T love this room,” the folk- 
country singer-songwriter told the sold-out 
club. “It just feels right.” 

The club in question was the Fillmore— 
or, more thoroughly and pedantically. The 
Fillmore Presentedby Affinity Plus Federal 
Credit Union. (The new site traded in some 
cool points ahead of opening night for the 
perks of corporate sponsorship.) Nestled 
just beyond Target Field in the North Loop, 
the 1,850-capacity venue launched a week 
ago with a three-night-stand from Carlile, 
including a Valentine’s Day show, followed 
by three nights of the locally spawned emos 
Motion City Soundtrack. 

The Fillmore is operated by Live Nation. 
That name may not mean anything to you, 
but if you’re a regular concertgoer you’ve 
almost certainly attended a show they ve 
had a hand in bringing to town. The national 
promoters book concerts throughout the 
Twin Cities, at sites as big as the Xcel Energy 
Center and Target Center, as intimate as 


the Orpheum Theatre. Live Nation man¬ 
ages the Varsity in Dinlqliown and operates 
as a partnership with the Armory. (Live 
Nation also owns Ticketmaster, a name you 
certainly know and almost just as certainly 
do not trust.) 

But the Fillmore marks the company’s 
first attempt to establish abrick-and-mortar 
presence in downtown Minneapolis since 
the Quest, which went kaput in 2006. And 
the venue is part of a complex spearheaded 
by United Properties, which is owned by the 
Pohlad family, who also own the baseball 
team that plays next door to the Fillmore. 
There’s a 160-room Element by Westin 
hotel and a Trax Burgers and Bar. Clearly 
this time they plan to stay. 

With the ability to take in300more paying 
customers than the storied club less than a 
mile away, the Fillmore seems positioned 
to rival First Avenue’s ever-expanding club 
and booking empire. And for over a year 
now, people in town have been speculating 
about how much of an impact the Fillmore 
will have on the local music scene. As of 
yet, speculate is all we can do. But now that 
we’ve been inside the club itself, we can at 


least let you know what you’ll see and hear 
if you go, and whether it’s worth a trip. 

And the answer is: Uh, sure. It’s fine. 

On openingnight, there were some minor 
snags in getting people through the doors 
and past security, though nothing out of the 
ordinary, and nothing anyone would have 
noticed if the temps had been above zero. 
Once you’re in, you pass through a wide 
lobby with the club name glowing on the 
opposite wall. The decor isn’t distinctive 
but it’s not neutral. The general admission 
floor itself is pretty tightly packed with 
bodies, but hardly a challenge to anyone 
with decent club-navigation instincts. 
Chandeliers dangle picturesquely from 
high above. 

The second floor is where the Fillmore 
distinguishes itself. Tromp up some broad 
staircases and you’ll And a balcony that 
wraps around the second floor, offering 
excellent vantage points. Those privileged 
sightlines are, as you might guess, reserved 
for those who shell out for the VIP pack¬ 
ages. But the upper level is accessible to 
the common folk too. There’s a mural of 
Prince, of course, and folks were snapping 
pics of it. And if it’s all too much for you, 
the most comfy seats in the house are in a 
mini-lounge area: You can’t see the stage 
from them, but there is a monitor, so you 
won’t totally miss out. 

Whaf s most notable about the Fillmore, 
from a Minneapolis perspective, is that 
it was constructed from the ground up. 
In our city of repurposed Greyhound sta¬ 
tions and Armories, a music venue built 
as a music venue is a rarity. So the sight 
lines are excellent and the sound is clear. 
It’s designed to present a concert. 

Still, the Fillmore is not unique—Live 
Nation owns nine iterations of the venue 
in cities across the country. That makes 
our new club the music venue equivalent 
of a chain restaurant—a comparison that, 
depending on how snobby you are, may 
sound more disparaging than intended. It’s 
market-tested, yes, and feels both “new” 
and yet somehow familiar. And that’s where 
the Fillmore name comes into play. 

The pedigree “Fillmore” invokes hardly 
means much to anybody under 40, or maybe 
50. The clubs established in San Francisco 
and New York by pioneering promoter 
Bill Graham have a special place in rock 
history, though, and that borrowed tradi¬ 
tion is enough to give the new Fillmore a 
pre-established semblance of an identity, 
especially if you’re not a hardcore showgoer. 

And it’s not the hardcore showgoer the 
Fillmore seems to be targeting. Rather than 




THE LAST “REAL” ROADHOUSE 

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1988 


MEATRAFFLE 

TUESDAY5:30PMAND THURSDAY4:30PM 


Saturday, February 22 



JIM STAIRS AND THE 
SQUISHY MUD BAND 


UPCOMING 

Saturday, February 29 
Leap Year Party - Without Annette Band 
Saturday, March 7 
Big Toe & The Jam 

7345 Country Club Drive • Golden Valley • 763-545-9972 
One Block North of Highway 55 • Two Blocks East of Winnetka 



BINGO EXTRAVAGANZA • WIN $1,000! 


LARGEST CASH PRIZE IN THE AREA! 

MON - 6PM I WED - 6PM | SAT - 2PM 


HEX HAPPY HOURS 


M0NDAY-THURSDAY9AM-6PM 
FRIDAY 9AM-5PM & SATURDAY 9AM-2PM 

3RDSHIFT 2 FOR Is 
MDNDAY-SATURDAY8-9AM 

$1.25 HOT DOGS • $1.75 BRATS 
FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY all day! 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 


TBA 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

Southside Harm Reduction 
Benefit w TBA 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

TBA 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

The Cryptics, Lemon, Fierro, Don’t 
Look At Me 


HOURS Mon-Sat 8am-2am | Sun lOam-Zam 
2600 27th Ave South • Minneapolis • 612-722-3454 

visit US on facebook! 
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__ IlMMM EVERY HOLIDAY.^^ 

408 Hennepin Avenue South • Minneapolis • 612.333.7755 • Gay90s.com 



Thursday, February 20th 

The Cedar Presents 

SOLD OUT: AN EVENING WITH 
THE HIGH KINGS 

Doors 7PM / Show 7:30PM / All Ages / Seated / 

$28 General Admission / $38 Center Section 


Friday, February 21 st 

The Cedar Presents 

THE CEDAR COMMISSIONS 
NIGHT ONE 

with llan Blanck, Freaque, and Anat Spiegel 

Doors 7PM / Show 7:30PM / All Ages / $10 GA / $15 Pass 


Saturday, February 22nd 

The Cedar Presents 

THE CEDAR COMMISSIONS 
NIGHT TWO 

with Rebecca Nichloson, Dua Saleh, and Tensae Fayise 

Doors 7PM / Show 7:30PM / All Ages / $10 GA / $15 Pass 


Sunday, February 23rd 

The Cedar and KFAI Present 

APRIL VERCH BAND 

with Corpse Reviver 

Doors 7PM / Show 7:30PM / Seated / $18 Adv / $20 DOS 


Friday, February 28th 

The Cedar Presents 

PERT NEAR SANDSTONE'S WINTER 
STRING BAND GATHERING 

with Cascade Crescendo 

Doors 7PM / Show 8PM / Standing/ $17 Adv/ 

$20 DOS / $30 Two-Show Pass 


Saturday, February 29th 

The Cedar Presents 

PERT NEAR SANDSTONE'S WINTER 
STRING BAND GATHERING 

with Jon Stickley Trio 

Doors 7PM / Show 8PM / Standing/ $17 Adv/ 

$20 DOS / $30 Two-Show Pass 


416 Cedar Ave S Minneapolis, MN 55454 • 612.338.2674 
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February l8 & 19 11 7:30 pm 

Fantastic Fungi 

Tuesday, February 25 || 7:30 pm 

The Daily Zeitgeist Podcast 

Thursday, February 20 || 8:00 pm 

with Special Guest P.O.S 

Harold and Maude (i97i) 

WITH Courtney Yasmineh 

Wednesday, February 26 || 7:30 pm 

The Moth StorySLAM 

Friday, February 21 || 8:00 pm 

Ben Noble Album Release 

with Maple & Beech 

Thursday, February 27 || 8:00 pm 

HAIRSPRAY (1988) 

WITH Kinda Fonda Wanda 

Saturday, February 22 || 1:00 pm 

Spirited Away (2002) 

Friday, February 28 || 8:00 pm 

All Tomorrow's Petty 

Saturday, February 22 || 8:00 pm 

A Night At The Theatre 

Tribute to Queen with Jonny James 

8 l the Hall of Fames 

Rock the Voices benefit concert 

Saturday, February 29 || 1:00 pm 

Flight of the Navigator (i986) 

Find tickets & more show listings at ParkwciyThectter.com 
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attacking First Ave head-on for bookings, 
the Fillmore seems to be locating the sorts 
of acts that will sell to underserviced sub¬ 
urban audiences looking for a night out in 
the city. That means older blues acts for 
deep-pocketed Boomers (who might also 
make a weekend out of it) and scrappy rock 
shows for younger fans. 

Unlike First Ave, the Fillmore isn’t likely 
to inspire brand loyalty, though if it sticks 
around it’ll become a part of our mental 
landscape. In the end, its success will come 
down to a simple equation: Is it booking 
actsyou want to see at a price you’re will¬ 
ing to pay? [Q 

CRITICS’ PICKS 


LEXIIALIJAI BENEFIT 
FEATURING KEHLANI 

FIRST AVENUE, WEDNESDAY 2.19 
Kehlani writes alert, detailed songs about 
romantic convolutions, skillfully synthesiz¬ 
ing contemporary pop’s shiny chill with the 
more demonstrative conventions of’90s 
R&B. Her most recent mixtape, last year’s 
While We Wait, abounds with swoonworthy 
jams CTeels,” ‘Tove Language”), but she’s 
not above recoiling from a relationship 
in comic horror (“Too Deep”). Proceeds 
benefit the Lexii Alijai Foundation, set 
up to honor the local singer and rapper 
who died at the age of 21 last month. With 
Sophia Eris and New Black City. 6 p.m. 
$35. 701 First Ave. N., Minneapolis; 612- 
338-8388. -LUCAS fagen 

TOVE LO 

PALACE THEATRE, THURSDAY 2.20 
Tove Lo’s sharp, helium-coated electropop 
has a gaudy sheen, steeped in the glamour 
of flashing neon club lights and the erotic 
friction of scraped metallic drum machines. 
The Swedish singer-songwriter’s recent 
Sunshine Kitty is gloriously sleazy, delight¬ 
ing in summer heartbreak laments (“Bad 
as the Boys”), vicarious kissoffs (“Glad 
He’s Gone”), and unseemly admissions 
of Francophilia (“Jacques”). With Alma. 
6p.m. $3()/$35.17 W. Seventh Pi, St. Paul; 
800-514-3849. -LUCAS fagen 

DASHBOARD CONFESSIONAL 

FIRST AVENUE, TUESDAY 2.25 
Emo has moved beyond the lilting power 
ballads of Dashboard Confessional’s hey¬ 
day, but their therapeutic, spiritually 
cleansing ethos dangles on a string like 
slow-spinning redemption: Contemporary 
pop’s self-care anthems, sung by yearn¬ 
ing everymen, betray Chris Carrabba’s 
fingerprints. Their show celebrates the 
20th anniversary of their first album. The 
Swiss Army Romance. With the Get Up 
Kids. 18+. 7 p.m. $35. 701 First Ave. N., 
Minneapolis; 612-338-8388. -lucas fagen 


Ji^INNESOTA 
I MUSIC CAFE 

“St. Paul’s TOP STOP for local R&B, 
Rock, Blues & Jazz bands.” -Vita.mn Magazine 


Receptions. Reunions. Parties. Fundraisers. 

FRi RAYCOVINTON 
SAT iAD GIRLFRIENDS 


TUT FATTUESDAY-DIRTY 
SHORTS BRASS BAND 
MARDI GRAS 
CELEBRATIOr 


XTPCOMirsTG 



499 PAYNE AVE, ST. PAUL, 651-776-4699 

www.minnesotamusiccafe.com 


Uptown 

VFW Post 246 


Post 246 

We're not your 
typical VFW 


Tickets on sale at www.uptownvfw.org 


TRANSMISSION 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 10PM 

NEWWAVE SYNTHPOP PUNK 
DANCE INDIE 80's 90'$ 


THE TOASTERS 
SPACE MONKEY MAFIA 


CHARLIE CHAN SOPRANO 
DJ MISS BRIT 


HOTPANTS FUNK & SOUL 


DRE DAY 2020 


iTHE PILFERS 
iTHE DOLLYROTS 
^D^ WATSON 
sH/M GEORGE DUCAS 


Award Winning Karaoke 
Full Menu | Live Music 
Full Bar, Pull Tabs & Bingo 

2916 Lyndale Ave S • (612) 823-6233 

www.uptownvfw.org 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

» By Rob Brezsny 


T ARIES (March 21-April 19): Do you feel ready to change your mind 
about an idea or belief or theory that has been losing its usefulness? 
Would you consider changing your relationship with a once-powerful 
influence that is becoming less crucial to your life-long goals? Is it possible 
you have outgrown one of your heroes or teachers? Do you wonder if maybe 
it's time for you to put less faith in a certain sacred cow or overvalued idol? 
According to my analysis of your astrological omens, you’ll benefit from 
meditating on these questions during the coming weeks. 


V TAURUS (April 20-May 20): When she was alive more than 2,500 
years ago, the Greek poet Sappho was so famous for her lyrical 
creations that people referred to her as “The Poetess” and the “Tenth Muse.” 
(In Greek mythology, there were nine muses, all goddesses.) She was a 
prolific writer who produced over 10,000 lines of verse, and even today she 
remains one of the world's most celebrated poets. I propose that we make her 
your inspirational role model for the coming months. In my view, you're poised 
to generate a wealth of enduring beauty in your own chosen sphere. 
Proposed experiment: Regard your daily life as an art project. 


"TT GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Have you ever dropped out of the daily grind 
J-L for a few hours or even a few days so as to compose a master plan for 
your life? The coming weeks will be an excellent time to give yourself that 
necessary luxury. According to my analysis, you’re entering a phase when 
you’ll generate good fortune for yourself if you think deep thoughts about how 
to create your future. What would you like the story of your life to be on March 
1,2025? How about March 1,2030? And March 1,2035? I encourage you to 
consult your soul’s code and formulate an inspired, invigorating blueprint for 
the coming years. Write it downi 


® CANCER (June 21-July 22): Cancerian novelist William Makepeace 
Thackeray (1819-1875) is famous for Vanity Fair, a satirical panorama 
of 19th-century British society. The phrase “Vanity Fair” had been previously 
used, though with different meanings, in the Bible's book of Ecclesiastes, as 
well as in works by John Bunyan and St. Augustine. Thackeray was lying in bed 
near sleep one night when the idea flew into his head to use it for his own 
story. He was so thrilled, he leaped up and ran around his room chanting 
“Vanity Fairl Vanity Fairl” I'm foreseeing at least one epiphany like this for you 
in the coming weeks, Cancerian. What area of your life needs a burst of 
delicious inspiration? 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Who loves you best, Leo? Which of your allies 
® C and loved ones come closest to seeing you and appreciating you for 
who you really are? Of all the people in your life, which have done most to help 
you become the soulful star you want to be? Are there gem-like characters on 
the peripheries of your world that you would like to draw nearer? Are there 
energy drains that you’ve allowed to play too prominent a role? I hope you’ll 
meditate on questions like these in the coming weeks. You’re in a phase when 
you can access a wealth of useful insights and revelations about how to 
skillfully manage your relationships. It’s also a good time to reward and 
nurture those allies who have given you so much. 


np VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Doom and gloom dominate the forecasts 
* made by many prophets. They experience perverse glee in predicting, 
for example, that all the rain forests and rivers will be owned by greedy 
corporations by 2050, or that extraterrestrial invaders who resemble 
crocodiles will take control of the U.S. government “for the good of the 
American people,” or that climate change will eventually render chocolate and 
bananas obsolete. That's not how I operate. I deplore the idea that it’s only the 
nasty prognostications that are interesting. In that spirit, I make the following 
forecasts: The number of homeless Virgos will decrease dramatically in the 
near future, as will the number of dreamhome-less Virgos. In fact, I expect 
you folks will experience extra amounts of domestic bliss in the coming 
months. You may feel more at home in the world than ever before. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): I don’t require everyone I learn from to be 
"" an impeccable saint. If I vowed to draw inspiration only from those 
people who flawlessly embody every one of my ethical principles, there’d be 
no one to be inspired by. Even one of my greatest heroes, Martin Luther King 
Jr., cheated on his wife and plagiarized parts of his doctoral dissertation. 
Where do you stand on this issue, Libra? I bet you will soon be tested. How 
much imperfection is acceptable to you? 


■m SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Scorpio comedian John Cleese co- 
founded the troupe Monty Python more than 50 years ago, and he 
has been generating imaginative humor ever since. I suggest we call on his 
counsel as you enter the most creative phase of your astrological cycle. 
“This is the extraordinary thing about creativity,” he says. “If you just keep 
your mind resting against the subject in a friendly but persistent way, 
sooner or later you will get a reward from your unconscious.” Here's 
another one of Cleese's insights that will serve you well: “The most creative 
people have learned to tolerate the slight discomfort of indecision for much 
longer, and so, just because they put in more pondering time, their solutions 
are more creative.” 


^ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Sagittarian philosopher Baruch 
^ Spinoza (1632-1677) developed a vigorous and expansive vision. That’s 
why he became a leading intellectual influence in the era known as the 
Enlightenment. But because of his inventive, sometimes controversial ideas, he 
was shunned by his fellow Jews and had his books listed on the Catholic 
Church’s Index of Forbidden Books. Understandably, he sometimes felt isolated. 
To compensate, he spent lots of time alone taking wide-ranging journeys in his 
imagination. Even if you have all the friends and social stimulation you need, I 
hope you will follow his lead in the coming weeks-by taking wide-ranging 
journeys in your imagination. It’s time to roam and ramble in inner realms. 

rrr CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): “Absolute reason expired at 11 o'clock 
last night,” one character tells another in Henrik Ibsen's play Peer Gynt. 
I'm happy to report that a different development is on the verge of occurring 
for you, Capricorn. In recent days, there may have been less than an ideal 
amount of reason and logic circulating in your world. But that situation will 
soon change. The imminent outbreak of good sense, rigorous sanity, and 
practical wisdom will be quite tonic. Take advantage of this upcoming grace 
period. Initiate bold actions that are well-grounded in objective rather than 
subjective truth. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Renowned Aquarian composer Franz 
Schubert (1797-1828) created more than 700 compositions, some of 
which are still played by modern musicians. Many of his works were written 
on and for the piano-and yet he was so poor that he never owned a piano. If 
there has been a similar situation in your life, Aquarius-a lack of some crucial 
tool or support due to financial issues-l see the coming weeks as being an 
excellent time to set in motion the plans that will enable you to overcome and 
cure that problem. 

K PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In 1908, British playwright W. Somerset 
Maugham reached the height of success. Four of his plays were being 
performed concurrently in four different London theaters. If you were ever in 
your life going to achieve anything near this level of overflowing popularity or 
attention, I suspect it would be this year. And if that's a development you would 
enjoy and thrive on, I think the coming weeks will be an excellent time to set your 
intention and take audacious measures. 


freewillastrology@freewillastrology.com 

© Copyright2018 Rob Brezsny 


MORTIMER’S 


ALL SHOWS 21+ 

EVERY MONDAY • 9PM 
Autotune Karaoke 
A WEEKLY KARAOKE NIGHT 

WITH YOUR VOlOE AUTOTUNED 
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 21 • 6:30PM 
Think Fast! Improvised Freestyle 
Standup Comedy 
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 21 • 9:30PM 
Gothess Icon Tribute: Madonna 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 22 • 9PM 
Green/Blue, Loose Behaviour, Mikey 
Erg* Band, Doc Hopper 
TUESDAY FEBRUARY 25 • 9PM 
Drag Reloaded 
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27 • 9PM 
BTTC: Druzy Rose, Partition, Red Eye 
Ruby, Gambler’s Daughter 
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27 • 9PM 
The Federales, The Fontanelles, 
Haley Rydell 

upeoMiNG smms 


FEB 28.Chinaski Reunion Show 

with Self-Evident & Straya 
FEB 29.Leap Day Party at Morty’s! 


FOLLOW US ON Kl FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 




AMSTERDAM 

BAR & HALL 

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY19TH 
Stand Up St Paul 

6:00 PM SIGN-UP • TPM SHOW • BAR • FREE • 21+ 
Comedian sign up is from 6-6:50isii with the 
iist coming out shortiy after and show starting 
around 7. 

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY19TH 
Luke Callen February Residency 
8PM • BAR • FREE • 21+ 

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 20TH 
Cold Sweat 
9PM • BAR • FREE • 21+ 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 21ST 

The Usual Things, RADDA RADDA, 
John David & The Jerks, The 
Slamming Doors 
6:30PM DOORS • HALL • $15 • ALL AGES 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 22ND 
Dare Force, Stormbreaker, Revenant 
Soul, Abya 

6:00PM DOORS • HALL • $10 ADV/$15 DOS • 18+ 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY23RD 
Sunday Trivia Brunch 
12PM-2PM • BAR • FREE • ALL AGES 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY23RD 
Art Dept 

8PM • BAR • FREE • 21+ 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 25TH 
A Little Too Short To Be 
Stormtroopers February Residency 
9PM • BAR • FREE • 21+ 

6 WEST STREET X ST. PAUL MN 
AMSTERDAM BARANDHALL.COM 
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HOT SNACKS 

BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY 


Across 

1 Hand marks at rock clubs 

7 Drink that comes 

with a straw 

15 For the full 
prescribed time 

16 Cadillac luxury SUV 

17 Portugal’s area 

18 Extra in “The Irishman” 

19 Tomorrow’s vets today 

20 D-Day assault boat 

22 Slab of baloney 

23 Passover soup fillers 
27 Farm enclosure 

30 Members of a 
brayer meeting 

31 Stuff collected 
with a swab 

32 Sticky solvent 

34 Inits. in retro gaming 
36 “I got the picture, 
ick,” initially 

38 Huge in scope 

39 White meat selection 

43 One in a spat 

44 Body spray brand 

45 Phone game 

46 Warm “welcome” 

48 Anti-bullying ad 
50 Small amounts 

54 Mic drop, in a proof 

55 British dessert made 
with suet and dried fruit 

58 Buzzer at a pub 

59 Swarthmore 
address ender 

60 Guess made 
while high: Abbr. 


61 Gave, as a property 
66 Degree holder? 

68 Buck naked 

69 “Semper Fi” soldier 

70 Pictures of tasty 
things, and the theme 
of this puzzle 

71 Hand holders? 

Down 

1 Black mark 

2 76ers forward_Harris 

3 Events that go “kaboom” 

4 Riviera draw 

5 Nexium alternative 

6 Blockbuster 

7 Lustrous black 

8 Value destroyer 

9 “Show me what’ 

Cher holding” 

10 Loose-fitting tunic 

11 “What_is there?” 

12 Cricket equipment 

13 “To a Crossword 
Solver,” maybe 

14 Any of the kids on 
“Stranger Things,” 
for short 

21 “I haven’t figured it 

all out yet,” initially 

24 Top point 

25 Outdoor exterminator’s 
target 

26 Doner kebab meat 

27 Man of the house 

28 Cloverleaf branch 

29 MOMA’s home-a 

33 Legume holder 


35 Genre with a 
horn section 

37 Fidelity account: Abbr. 

39 _Haan (shoe brand) 

40 Gang turf 

41 Event when new products 
are previewed 

42 Labor day shot 

43 Answer page? 

47 Not paying attention 
49 Got goose down 

51 Power suit embellishment 

52 Temporarily filling in (as) 

53 Senators wear them 

56 Dodgers reliever Baez 

57 Wax-covered cheeses 

58 Problem with focusing 

61 “Makes no_” 

62 “Oblique Strategies” 
co-founder 

63 Patton’s arena: Abbr. 

64 Besmirch 

65 Have in hand 
67 Procedure with 

a test tube? 
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SAVAGE LOVE 


Thrown 

Bones 

No one but me can make 
me come—am I broken? 

I ’m 20, straight, male, fit, and active. I 
masturbated prone—fiat on my stom¬ 
ach—for years. I’ve now changed to a 
more traditionalposition (on my back or 
sittingupright), and I’m usingmy hand 
rather than grinding against a mattress. I 
can easily orgasm when I masturbate. I’ve 
had sex four times in my life, and I’m worried 
because I couldn’t orgasm by someone else’s 
hand, through oral, or during penetration. 

I felt more sensation with oral or by hand 
than I did during intercourse, but I couldn’t 
get off. This is extremely worrying, and I am 
increasingly depressed. Am I broken?Is my 
sex life ruined? 

BOY REELING OVER KAPUT EQUIPMENT 

You’re not broken, BROKE, and your 
partnered sex life, which has barely begun, 
isn’t ruined. Even if you’re never able to 
come by someone else’s hand, mouth, twat, 
or ass—and that’s the worst-case scenario 
here—you can still have a rewarding and 
pleasurable sex life. 

In the short run, you need to be hon¬ 
est with your sex partners about the way 
your cock currently works. Let them know 
you’re going to be mixing some manual 
self-stimulation in with the penetration. 

In other words, at some point you’re going 
to pull out of whatever you’re in, you’re 
going to jerk it until you reach the point 
of “orgasmic inevitability” (01), that split 
second between the start of orgasmic con¬ 
tractions and the good stuff spurting out, 
and then put it back in. Since most women 
need to mix direct clitoral stimulation with 
penetration in order to get off, your honesty 
about what you need will signal to your 
female partners that they can be honest 
with you about what they need. 

The wayyouused to masturbate—prone— 
is likely the reason you’re having difficulty 
climaxing now. But lots of men who mas¬ 
turbated in more “traditional” positions 
have trouble transitioningto partnered sex 
from solo sex. The inside of a mouth, vagina, 
or butt, or even another hand, doesn’t feel 
like your own hand. While the excitement 
of partnered sex helps most guys get over 
the hump, for many men, it takes time and 
a little experimentation for their cocks to 
adapt. But men who engaged in “atypi¬ 
cal masturbatory behaviors” as boys—and 
prone masturbation/humping a mattress 



Dan Savage 


counts—frequently have a harder transition 
to partnered sex. 

There’s aname for whatyou’re experienc¬ 
ing: delayed ejaculation. And while itcan be 
frustrating, the opposite problem—prema¬ 
ture ejaculation—is more frustrating and 
harder to work around. When you look at 
it from a different angle, your problem- 
being able to last forever—is really kind of 
a superpower. Because let’s say you fuck 
some lucky woman for ages, and she gets 
off again and again because someone—you, 
her, a third—is stimulating her clit at the 
same time. Once she’s satisfied (or shortly 
before she’s satisfied), you can pull out, jack 
yourself to 01, then put your cock back 
inside her and blow that load or take the 
condom off and blow your load—with her 
consent, of course—all over her ass or tits 
or Toyota Corolla or whatever. 

Now here’s how you might be able to fix 
this in the long run: When you’re mastur¬ 
bating, you should... do whatyou’re doing. 
Masturbate while sittingup or l 5 dng on your 
back, use your hand and a little lube, but do 
it with a much lighter touch/grip and maybe 
invest in a quality masturbation sleeve. The 
goal is to retrain your cock to respond to 
subtler sensations. Which brings us to the 
hardest part: If you can’t come after 10,20, 
or 30 minutes, you don’t get to come. No 
flipping over and humping the mattress, 
no using a firmer grip. Put your dick away. 
You want to let the pressure build in your 
balls between sessions. 

Stick to these rules for at least six months. 
If your dick can adapt, it will, and then 
you can take your more sensitive dick into 
partnered sex with more confidence. But 
you may have to accept that this is the way 
your dick works. Just as some women need 
to use a vibrator in order to come, some 
men need to pull out, jack to the point of 
01, and then plunge back in for the last few 
victory pumps. It doesn’t mean their dicks 
are broken, and it doesn’t mean their sex 
lives are over. As sexual superpowers go, 
BROKE, it’s a pretty decent one. 


mail@savagelove.net 

Follow Dan on Twitter: @fakedansavage 
savagelovecast.com 


"This was honestly 
the best medical 
experience I have 
ever had." 



Support Family Tree Clinic 


BECOME A PATIENT! 


® FamilyTree CALL OR TEXT: 

Clinic.org 651-645-0478 


Dtilie’5 CI«r5 & Xintinj 

Auto Repair • Collision Repair • Paint 
24 Hour Towing Available 

] 


323 Maria Avenue N 977 Front Avenue 

Saint Paul, MN 55103 Saint Paul, MN 55106 Minneapolis, MN 55408 

Itte Tfte Onig Onej Tftere JPor *Iott 24/7 




We Pay Top Dollar for Junk Cars, Any Condition. 
Best Price on used & new Tires 

Windshields | Upholstery | Make Car Keys | Auto Towing 
Roadside Assistance | Auto Repair | Lockout Services | Se Habla Espanol 


612 - 282-1659 
WINDOW TINTING 


www.dukescarsandtowingllc.com 
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Rooms for Rent 


ELITE THERAPY 

LOOKING TO RELAX 
AND RELIEVE STRESS? 

Waxing, Skin Care, and Massage Services 

(a//612-810-8829 

Uptown Minneapolis 




Tme Relaxation 

massacje 


It's a Wonderful 
Session! 

9am-9pm by 
Appointment Only 

7 Days a Week 

612.275.8727 



Brooklyn Center $475 763-291-2677 

Male or Female roommate 35 y.o+ wanted, No Pets! 
Quick & convieninet access to highways ask for BT 
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY! 
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Apartments for Rent 


MPLS/ LORINC PARK 612-870-7878 

Immaculate Studios starting at $745 & l Bdrms 
starting at $785 w/iarge waik-in ciosets, HW fioors & 
ciaw foot tub w/shower. Bicycie storage, coin-op 
indry. Heat paid. Ciean, quiet & affordabie iiving! 
612-870-7878 WWW. ieparkapartments.eom 


Downtown Minneapolis 612-872-8758 

Classic Brownstone building, security, hardwood 
floors and 10’ ceilings. Skyline View. 

• Sleeping Room - $400 (2 Available!) 



THURSDAY 
AMATEUR NIGHT 

$200 CASH PRIZE 

BEAUTIFUL, FRIENDLY GIRLS WANTED 
STARTING AT 9:30PM 


2 Nude Stages/Tableside Revue/Vip Area 
2 Bars/Full Kitchen 
Happy Hour Everyday 2pm-7pm 
Some of the Lowest Drink Prices in the Twin Cities! 

LARPENTEUR RICE • ST. PAUL • 651-489-9200 



SPEARMINT^ RHINO 

GENTLEMEN'S CLUBS 

725 HENNEPIN AVENUE MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 612.353.6739 2Vw/ID OPEN DAILY 6PM-3AM 


sfMniiiims 


11PM 

&1AI 


RESERVE YOUR TABLE TODAY 

WATCH IT LIVE! 


U 


$1 


$40 


DANCES 


FOR 


SAND 


FOR 


SPEARMINTRHINO.COM O#MINNES0TARHIN0 O®@SPEARMINTRHIN0MINNEAP0LIS 



20% OFF 
ALL SERVICES! 

JUST WALK IN! 

3406 University Ave. 
SE Minneapolis 
612-331-1174 
HRS: lOam-Spm Mon-Sat 


stand yP 


Monthly Minutes, Text & Data, 

Bring Your Own Phone and Number! 


CALL us TODAY: 

800 - 544-4441 


This ii a Ufeline service. Ufeline is a government assistance program. >bur LiMine SeneAt 
is non-transferabJe. Proof of eiigibility is required and only eligible customers may enroll. 
Only one Lifeline discount per household Consumers who wrl/fuliy make false statements 
in order to obtain the Irfeiine benefit can be punished by fine or knprisomrKnt or being 
barred from the program. Plans may include 300 Mroutes, Unfrmrted Text and 3GB of 
Data. Visit www.standMpw»eless.com for terms A conditions and to see if service is 
available in your area. Global Connection Inc. of America d/b/a StandUp Wireless. 
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5 BEST NEW MASSEUSES 
Welcome You! 

Deep Tissue • Swedish 
Thai • Sport Massage 


Ban Sabai 


1704 West Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55408 

612.823.5333 



MEET ME AT THE CAJUN CLUB FOR 
JNE TWIN CITIES’ BEST TOPLESS 
I STRIP CLUB EXPERIENCE 




Just take Exit 1 off the new St, Croix River Bridge and 
follow the signs one mile to Houlton, Wisconsin! 

HOURS 

Sun-Thu 5pm-2am, Fri-Sat 5pm-2:30am 
Closed Mondays 
HAPPY HOUR Tues-Fri 5pm-7pm 

1400 Main St | Houlto 
715-549-6901 
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CHOOSE FROM: 

BUSTY BLONDES, EBONY HOWES, I 
HOT CO-EDS or OLDER LADIES! 


0NLYS10PERCAU! 

CCity Pa^K^est of Winner 
1^^. and 2004! 

^ftlbjl^^NIVCRSC 

^MAINSTREAM TO ADULT 

X 

sale XXX DVDS, 

starting®*’’' 

4114 Lakeland Ave N • Robbinsdale • 763.536.993^1 

www.VideoUniversemn.com 





DreamEirls 

^1.000'S OF DUTIFUL OIRLS 3 UGLY ONES’ ; 

FREE ADMISSION 


WITH YOUR CONCERT, 
EVENT, OR SPORTS 
TICKET STUB 
OF THE DAY! 


CITy RAGES 

S^teetT^n 


add us on 
social media 

S.X 

(Scitypagesstreet 


VALID ON DATES OF EVENT 
RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY 

HOURS OF OPERATION 


MON-THU 3 pm- 3 am 
RH-SAT SpnMam 
SUNDAYS 6 pni- 3 am 




WINNER BEST STRIP CLUB ^ 

—City Pages 2017 

f ^ 9017 


BEER SPECIAL 


5'4ee cuimid^UxKtv 
DURING HOCKEY GAMES 
WITH COUPON 


EXPERIENCE \ 

DIAMOND " 
VIP LOUNGE / 


,^INGof ▼ 

TDiamonds 

GENTLEMEN^S CLUB 

FULL NUDITY * FULL LIQUOR * VIP LOUNGE 

6600 RIVER ROAD INVER GROVE, MN (651) 455-3886 

TWIN CITIES BEST GENTLEMEN’S CLUB IS JUST 
MINUTES AWAY*., WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 3:30PM - 2AM FREE COVER FOR BUS & LIMO ARRIVALS 

£nteAtain£Ad^ . cooeA 


AUDITION TODAY AND SEE 
WHY KOD IS THE PLACE TO BE! 


MON-FRI 4PM-12AM 


SAME DAY SPORT ♦ CONCERT 
EVENT ♦ GOLF TICKET HOLDERS 


ACTIVE MILITARY AND VETS 
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AMAZING MASSAGE 

FREE TABLE SHOWER 


7035 WAYZATA BLVD #ioo, ST LOUIS PARK • 952-855-7971 



GET 30% MORE 

IF ^OU CHOOSE m-STORE CREDIT i 
WE TRmL FOR WRGE C0LLECTI0I1S 



THE 
EEEaDIC 

btus 


2000 4th Ave. S., Mpis ■ 612.870.9300 ■ usedbuys@electricfetus.conn 
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5 Best New Masseuses 
Welceme Yeu! 


Deep Tissue 
Swedish • Thai 

/ , 

Sport Massage 


IWW HIRING! 


612.823.5333 



9 

80Q-LAWYERS 

INJURY • BANKRUPTCY 
DIVORCE • DWI 


Just Walk In! 3406 University Ave SE. MPLS 


ROYAL THAI _ IB 

CHINESE CUPPING"^ I 
ENHANCED [SWEblSH 1 ¥ \ 
DEEPjTISSUE^ ‘X 1 I 
BAMBOO MASSAGE j| J i 
JAPANESE [b ACK'^ALKING 1 

'■.'M -■ rmij - vn a— ■ 


HOT STONE MASSAGE 


~F}mmnmmmnr 

Including: Toxic Torts, Product Liability 
and Car Accidents 
Call 612-272-2171 for more info. 

^ FREE Consultation m 
^ NO Fee if NO Recovery ^ 

Randall Law Firm, PLLC # randallfirm.com 




2645 Louisiana Ave S • St. Louis Park 

7 days a week • 9am to 9pm 
952-999-3451 
www.hotstoneslp.com 


Ban Sabai 

1704 West Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55408 



Need Affordable Insurance? 


Ready to Start Earning Cash? 

Audition at The Cajun Club! 

The Cajun Club is looking for the Twin Cities’ most gorgeous 


Need Affordable Car, Home, life, or Renters 
Insurance? Call John d) 651-777-6898 


$$$WANTED$$$ 
$$$DIABETIC TEST-STRIPS $$$ 


entertainers! Open auditions are Tues & Weds from 5-7pm at 1400 Main 
St in Houlton, Wl. Or schedule online at cajun-club.com/auditions 


No prescription needed 
Fast, reliable, free delivery. 
ONLY $10 EACH lOOMG 


WE PAY CA$H & PICKUP • 651.246.7763 


mnnaturalmale(i)gmail.com - 612-210-8256 - Jay 



POSTERS! 

POSTERS! 

POSTERS! 


Minneapolis 

2600 Nicollet 
612-827-8238 

St Paul 

71 Snelling N 
651-644-8981 

Blaine 
170 89th NE 


PLYMOUTH-NEW2BDRM APT! 

New 2BR with Scenic View! Water, Sewer and 
heated underground parking included. 
$1450/mo. and 1/2 off 1st Month Rent. 

Call Diane 763.546.4949 or Gary 612.669.1800 


MENTHOL SMOKERS WANTED 

The University of Minnesota is looking for 
menthol cigarette smokers, ages 21 - 64, for the 
research study: Effect of Banning Menthol 
Flavorant. This study requires 5 visits over 2 
months and participants will receive up to $190 
in compensation. 

For more information, go to: 
z.umn.edu/mentholresearch 
or call 612-624-0916 


Oriental Touch V #i Exotic Thai!! 

BEST IN UPTOWN! 

yyyyyy 612-823-5333 TTTVTV 


IT ALL STARTS WITH A SEED! 

EcoGarden Supply • Blocks from 1-94 & 280 
800 Transfer Rd. Suite 3, Dock 8, St. Paul 

www.EcoGardenSupply.com • 651-647-1896 


NOW HIRING: Massage Therapist 
for Uptown Spa Flexible Schedules 
Apply in person at 
1704 West Lake St. MpIs 55408 







WE BUY USED CDs, DVDs & LPs! 
PAY CASH, NO HASSLE! 

We’ve been buying & selling music since 1972! We 

are the ORIGINAL record store! Buying used LP’s & 

45’s. 60s, 70s & 80s a Rock N’ Roll records preferred. 

Golden Valley: 763-544-0033 Down In The Valley 
A part of your culture since 1972 downinthevalley.com 

Are you a pregnant woman between 
the ages of 18 and 40? 

Recently quit smoking and want to stay smoke- 
free after your baby is born? If so, you may be 
eligible for an outpatient research study at the 
University of Minnesota looking at the use of 
bupropion to prevent postpartum smoking 
relapse. Study participants will be paid. 

Call 612-624-5439. 


Relieve Your Burden from Abuse 
www.ThriveDespite.org 


Seeking MARIJUANA USERS 

The University of Minnesota is seeking 
individuals ages 23-55 who are regular 
marijuana users for a research study. 
Participants will attend two visits and complete 
a series of surveys and computer tasks 
looking at cognition and stress response. 
Participants will be paid. 

For more Information please call the study staff 
at 612-624-5377 


$150 & UP FOR MOST 
JUNKERS & 
REPAIRABLES 
FREE TOW • Same Day Service 

h: 612 - 781-1804 c: 763 - 445-0224 


TOP CASH 
FOR JUNKERS 

(612) 282-1659 » Duke’S Cars & Towing 


PROFILE MUSIC STUDIOS 

Premier rehearsal space in dynamic & upscale Mpis location 
(5 biks east of U of M). Designed for both national touring 
acts & local bands. Current & past clients include platinum 
selling & Grammy winning artists. All amenities provided inci: 

concert hall w/pro sound & lighting, 24 hr access, DSL, 
security cameras, on-site mgmt w/staff on premises 24/7, 
prkg, street level, skylights, top quality recording studio, 
guitar & equip, repair, in-house entertainment attorney. 
Daily/hourly rates avail. Competitive rent from 
$195/mo. 

(612) 331-5000 • www.profllemuslc.com 
lnfo(i)profllemuslc.com 


INSURANCE SUCKS! 

DWIs©! High Rates®! 

Suspended Licenses^^! 

ONE THING THAT DOESNT 
SUCK IS OUR RATES. 



Call the pros at 
PROKOP INSURANCE 
612-333-PROS (7767) 
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